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THE SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY 



far from their nests do birds forage 
for food; and, after the young have 
left the nest, will the parent birds 
bring them to the feeding and trap-- 
ping station? How long do birds 
live? 

A minimum of 100,000 banded birds 
is planned, from which it is hoped 
that valuable information will be ob- 
tained in regard to the habits of 
migratory birds. 



SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 

We record with regret the death of 
Winthrop E. Stone, since 1900 presi- 
dent of Purdue University, and pre- 
viously professor of chemistry; of 
Edmond Perrier, director of the 
Paris Museum of Natural History; of 
Gabriel Lippman, professor of physics 
in the University of Paris, and of 
Professor Viktor von Lang, formerly 
professor of physics at Vienna. 

The Mathematical Association of 
America and the American Mathe- 
matical Society will hold their sum- 
mer meetings at Wellesley College, 
September 6-7 and 7-9, respectively. 
Two joint sessions will be devoted to 
a symposium on "Relativity." On the 
afternoon of the seventh, Professor 
Pierpont, of Yale University, will 



give a paper entitled "Some mathe- 
matical aspects of the theory of rela- 
tivity," while on the forenoon of the 
eighth, Professor Lunn, of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, will speak on 
"The place of the Einstein theory in 
theoretical physics." 

The Municipal Observatory at Des 
Moines, Iowa, which is said to be the 
only municipal observatory in the 
world, was opened on August 1. The 
observatory building is to be equip- 
ped by Drake University with an 8- 
inch equatorial telescope. It is to be 
under the control of the university 
and open to the public at least three 
times a week, and at any other time 
when occasion may warrant. 

A new forest experiment station, 
the first in the Eastern States, has 
been established at Asheville, N. C, 
by the Forest Service of the United 
States Department of Agriculture. 
Steady depletion of the Southern Ap- 
palachian timber supply has been re- 
sponsible for the location of this sta- 
tion in the East, and the object of 
the work to be conducted will be to 
secure the information needed by 
foresters to determine the best meth- 
ods of handling forest lands in the 
southern mountains. 



